Paul Hoch et al cc Lesar 8/26/75 

The copy of your letter to Jim dated 8/22 came this morning with a copy of his 
of 8/t5 to you and a page and a half of copy* 

There is no letter to me and no request* gave me to understand by phone 
yesterday that you want my comment. 

I can easily comment on the note you added, H Hi~hope things are okay," They are 
as okay as people like you and tijose authorities you quote on my work and those with 
whom you associate as other than "crazies" as well as those we both consider crazy 
peirmit# I am also $uoh too pressured by deadlines 

I am not going to read or comment on the copy* The last thing you have ever 
done is pay any attention to anything I have to say anyway* lour intent in this has 
been clear from the first* tour non-response to ^im fortifies this* Aaf you certainly 
know a) that laiitan neither Nichols nor Wecht is or ever has been dependable* You 
preconception and prejudice, if not other perhaps unrecognized intentions, arc 
clear in your explanation for not consulting me when we had heavy correspondence 
but use the undependable parasites "to give the reader a concise statement about 
the material which has been released [sic]** 

You wore stubborn, xmtidnldng and unhelping when you could have been of 
considerable help and you then gave me bullshit as an explanation for not doing what 
I asked of you, gpdLng to the library, which you described roughly as the equivalent 
of working for another PhD* (Much of what I asked of you kids have done for me by 
doing what I asked of you, going to the libraries available to them. Unfortunately, 
because I was foolish enough to think that you or Idf ton would be helpful some of 
this came in too late for use in the hearings* Not one went to a barren library*) 

Nero it not for other factors these two would be enough for me to want Nothing 
to do with your orejudiced approach and less than honest or accurate handling. Pall 
ofi your face# Perhaps it may be the way of opening your mind. I wish you no harm 
but I do wish you were less imni sclent and less inflexible, less rocky in the head* 

There have been times when I have tried to get you to probe into your own attitudes 
and thoughts* You haven t and you wetf^t, alas*But it would help you if you could ask 
if there are ©vents of fhe past of which you have no waum. cause for pride that 
influence you* 

I have and have expressed beliefs about your project. I believe you are imposing 
an artificial political doettine and are for all practical purposes engaged in a 
cheap commercialisation/ self-promotion that is not much better than the AIB rlpoff. 

Pew things will make me happier than being proven wrong. 

I agreed to your use of the excerpt only because I felt it would be wrong not to* 

I believe people have the right, sometimes more, to collect anthologies and that all 
the flowers should bloom* But some can t distinguish between flowers and weeds* How- 
ever, agreeing to use is as far as X am willing to go with the subsequent record 
and what I take to be a dishonest justification of dishonesty and prejudice in yout 
8/22 to Jim* You can live with that and its results* Let those you regard aa authentic 
experts and the only once a who can give you and your hoped-for readers an honest 
statement/of fact about my suit correct your factual error for you* 

However, if it will not cause you to lose sleep, you kight tell your readers 
that an account of this suit with documents will appear in Post Mortem. My plan is for 
it to appear before a commercial publisher will bring yours out. And the route numbers 
here have been changed* I f m now route 8, if you include the only thing that oan help 
get my work around. Clearly you prefer less solid work for your anthology so I have 
no reason to believe you will be anxious to promote any understanding of its nature 
of £our selections for it. (it happens that I have addressed the politics of assassi- 
nation. 

There is anoth problem about which I would have written you# I mention it now* 

Our association was predicated on the assumption you make specific and explicit, 
that you would not a±fe write anything on this subject* I therefore trusted you and 
used you as a duplicate depository for some of my work, always with the explicit 
understanding that it was not for any use and not for any distribution* We do have 
some rather pointed exchanges on this* 
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Then all of a sudden, of all the books you could decide to write, you deoided 
on one you knew X had always planned and part of which you had read after I began 
writing. You did not accept subtle suggests that there was other vaulting you could 
do. I regard your unilateral breaking of the promise on which our relationship 
was based as entirely unethical. 

You sent me a copy and asked me to read it. X did not have time then, fou wanted 
Jim to read it so I gave it to him. Then you statted making distribution of parts 
to others, with no restrictions. One was sent to me, X did read it, and I find in 
it what I regard as a further breach of trust, your following something I had sent 
you in confidence and nobody but you at a time when I still believed you were not 
going to write a book in competition with mine. I saw Jim after reading this and 
told him I f d best read Jour whole thing. *4 said you had told him not to let me see it. 

When I cant get back to mine £ and some of the Hoch horroa are among the reasons 
I could not complete it earlier - the one reason that can't apply is the possibility 
that I would steal some of it. I have a clear record on this in an enrmoua amount 
of published words and any such inference is a monstrous slander. The other reasons 
have to do with the way your head is screwed on. 

How many faces d£> you have? 

Your conduct with Whitewash XV would disgrace the Nixon White House. Y 0 u actually 
claimed the right to ripoff my work. caused much harm add bad feeling and there 
was never any legal, ehtical,moral or any other kind of reason why except form the 
sickness of s&kf-concept you could have dreamed that this was either right or proper. 

Aside from the damage this did the bofck, Jim and me, to wasted time for me. 

(I presume you will follow the O'Toole/LanojfalB pattern on these transcripts 
becausd they really do belong in a book on tho politics of it.) 

The time I wasted trying to get through the thickness surrounding an otherwise 
very good head on the mefcon insanity would have been chough to finish tho book you 
deoided to duplicate on your own, in oloar violation of your word. However, your 
effort was not entirely wasted. Along with Gregory et al and Lane and Ytecht and 
others you did help the Rockef oiler Commission 1 s whitewash. 

I leave you to your conscience, if any; to your ego, so apparently bruised; 
to your hates* and what they have done to you; and to what I can' t really call 
personal integrity. 

To melons. 

To Nixon in Dallas- at the wrong time. 

To Ruby as a^Nixon fink - from a fake. 

To Nixon as Cubans' lawyers- when h© wasn't. 

And to the kind of thinking and dependability all this represents. 

I liave to do other work so that those you respect can rip it off or try. 

I've just had what for me is exceptional good fortune. I've come into a few dollars 
from some work. I've used it for Howard to come up and help with tho work your friends 
will misuse, they being unable to do their ovn with any substance or meaning or fact. 

If he has the kidney. I'll ask him to read and correct this. For me there is no point 
in taking that added time because you have a set head and nothing influences it. 

Meanwhile, correct your ora mistakes. Or v/iiat ought not tiouble you too much, 
publish them. 

You have earned it, 



Not that I expect it to make any deference, 
your colleagues ought to know that once I got 
the 1/27 transcript I phoned youm invited you 

to come and stay here and bo co-author of Whitewash IV. I also offered to joinh you, 
without cost to you, in FOIa suits. Your response wa 3 worse than insulting and the 
arrogance of it is limned by your current errors in your field of claimed expertise. 
You ego is so sick and so controlling you can t oven ask me to correct these errors. 
They also ought to know that I am so selfish and self-eehink that I offered to turn 
the entire l/22 suit over to you. *7 



